The invisible danger

Partners in the fight against Schistosomiasis
For 50 years now, the City of Mwanza, Tanzania has been
the partner city of Würzburg. The oﬃces of the Medical
Mission Ins tute (MI) and the DAHW German Leprosy
and Tuberculosis Relief AssociaƟon are located here and
both organiza ons have been commi ed to the fight
against poverty-related diseases for many years.
The goal of this joint project by the MI and the GLRA is
to render assistance to those people aﬀected by Schistosomiasis. On the occasion of this Jubilee Year, the Lord
Mayor of Würzburg, Mr. Chris an Schuchardt has taken
over the patronage.

Account for donaƟons and contact details:
Missionsärztliches InsƟtut

How to help?
Treatment per adult

10,- Euro

Treatment for 10 pupils

50,- Euro

Informa on on the disease and
preven on per village
Latrine facility for a school
with 300 pupils

400,- Euro
4.200,- Euro

Even a small contribuƟon can help!

Liga Bank Würzburg
IBAN: DE49 7509 0300 0203 0065 65
BIC: GENODEF1M05
info@medmissio.de
+49 931 791-2893

DAHW German Leprosy and
Tuberculosis Relief AssociaƟon
VR-Bank Würzburg
IBAN: DE40 7909 0000 0006 1177 75
BIC: GENODEF1WU1
info@dahw.de
+49 931 7948-0
Please enter “Schisto“ as reference on your transfer form.
A dona on receipt can be issued upon request.

Schistosomiasis
More than 250 million people infected,
every year more than 280,000 people
die from this dreadful disease.

www.schisto.de

What is Schistosomiasis?
Schistosomiasis is an infec ous disease caused by parasi c worms. Transmission takes place through contact
with fresh water, e.g. during personal body care, bathing,
washing clothes, fishing or ge ng into a boat. Small parasites at larval stage penetrate the skin and mature to
adult worms. These parasites produce thousands of eggs,
which are subsequently excreted by humans through
feces and urine.
Due to poor hygienic condi ons these eggs can be released through human feces into the fresh water which is
occupied by a special species of snails where the larvae
will develop further. Finally, larvae that have been released into the water are now infec ous for humans. The
cycle will start all over again.

Unprotected contact with water can be life-threatening

The facts
More than 250 million people in 78 countries are aﬀected
by Schistosomiasis. About 280,000 people die from the
consequences of the disease every year.

Aﬀected persons will suﬀer from damage to the intes nes and urinary tract as well as to the genitals, liver and
spleen. If not treated in me, this can cause permanent
damage or even lead to death.

Infec on is possible just when fetching water

What do we want to achieve?
The disease can be cured in most cases with a consequent
treatment with the drug Praziquantel. Furthermore, it is
also possible to interrupt the cycle of infec on by improving the hygienic condi ons. The most important prerequisites are the supply with clean water and construc on
of latrines. One significant preven on method is also
awareness-raising among the aﬀected popula on.

Schistosomiasis lifecycle
(simplified, stylized)

School toilets are urgently required
The danger is invisible
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The Mwanza challenge
The area around Lake Victoria and the City of Mwanza
can be called an epi-centre of Schistosomiasis. A current
study showed that 97 % of pupils in two schools in this
region were infected with Schistosomiasis.

